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IT is a misfortune for tho popularity of Walpolo's
reputation' that tho moat important chapter in his
policy should have become in its details tho least interest*
ing. Even the vivid genius of Carlylo could not bring
to life again tho European diplomacy of tho eighteenth
century. Congresses without issue, campaigns without
visible objective, open treaties, secret articles, public
alliances, private combinations, tho destruction to-day of
the web laboriously woven yesterday, the union of four
powers against one, of three against two, and so on in
every possible variety of permutation and combination,
make a vast chaos in comparison witli which even the
perturbed Europe of to-day is a scone of stability and
order. Towards the close of Walpob's rule momentous
issues for Great Britain and for mankind arose on the
blurred horizon of continental struggles in diplomacy
and the field, Until that timo Walpoh/s guiding
principle was to hold England back from European
strife,

Peace was indispensable to the SUCCQSB of his policy.
It was essential alike to material development and
political consolidation. War mount high expenditurelpole had put
